
Reports of Medical Socities.

EXTRACTS FROM THE RECORDS OF THE BERKSHIRE DISTRICT MEDICAL SOCIETY.
BY FRANK A. CADY, M.D., SECRETARY.

The last regular meeting of the Berkshire District Medical Society
was held at Pittsfield, in the Chemical Hall of tho Medical College,
March 25th, 1803, Dr. Adams in the chair. The record of the previ-
ous meeting was read and approved.The report of cases being called for, Dr. Smith, of Pittsfield, report-
ed a case of pneumonia, followed by pleurisy. Maj. G., 95 years of
age, was attacked (Feb. 20th, 1863) with congestion of right lung
—pain, in same side, dry cough, difficulty of breathing, together with
some fever. The symptoms increased in severity, and Dr. 8. was call-
ed Feb. 23d, and, upon examination, found dulness on percussion over
the whole of the right sido. No respiratory murmur could be detect-
ed in the right lung ; pulso 120 per minute, hard and full ; great heat
of surface ; face livid and skin dry. At this time cerebral disturbance
was manifested, which, with the other symptoms, continued five or
six days, but finally yielded to treatment, and convalescence was esta-
blished on the sixth day of treatment and ninth day of disease. Tho
patient continued to improve, tho respiration becoming more free and
natural ; the expectoration changed from tenacious and bloody to the
cream-colored expectoration characteristic of the third stage. On the
eighteenth and nineteenth days of the disease, he was able to walk
about his house. On the evening of the nineteenth day he was at-
tacked with pleurisy ; pain in the side, increased frequency of
pulse, loss of appetite, renewal of the febrile disturbance, with great
prostration. These symptoms, to which were added hurried respira-
tion and muttering delirium, continued to increase in intensity until
March 24th, when he died. The treatment during the attack of pneu-
monia was, counter-irritation of the surface, antimony, veratrum, mild
alteratives and expectorants. The same treatment was continued,
through the pleuritic attack, with the exception of antimony and vera»
trum, and in their places iodide of potassium and stimulants. Dr. S.
said that tho remarkable features of this case were—tho rapid and
complete recovery from the pneumonia in a man of his age, and the
utter prostration which supervened upon tho pleuritic attack.

Dr. Childs referred to the case of phlegmasia dolens reported at the
last meeting ; the case was well marked and more than usually severe.
The patient had entirely recovered. The treatment had been chiefly
constitutional, and he believed that all local measures were of but little
service when used alone. In his experience, depurativo and support-
ing measures had insured tho best success, and all antiphlogistic means
had been contra-indicated.

Dr. Green remarked, that in the discussion upon phlegmasia dolens,
it was interesting to inquire whether tho different methods of
treatment did not all point in the same direction, viz., to a local in-
ilammation associated with constitutional depression. Ho believed
the disease to be essentially phlebitis, commencing in the uterus and
extending through tho uterine plexuses to the iliac and femoral veins.
Dr. G. had always found, upon examination, in the early stages of the
disease, the uterus hot, swollen and tender, and had obtained marked
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relief and great improvement from scarification of, or the application of
leeches to, the os uteri daily. lie had seen the disease twice in non-

puerperal women, both Buffering from uterine disease ; once in a man,
with enteric typhus. He always combined, with the local treatment,
alterative and supporting constitutional measures.

Dr. Allen reported a case of peritonitis followed by ascitcs. The
patient had been twice relieved by paracentesis. The ascitic effusion
still continued, and the result was yet doubtful.

Dr. Ransom reported the following case. Was called, Feb. 1st, 1863,
to see Mrs. F., 30 years of age, who complained of vertigo, from which
she had suffered several years, and which she supposed depended upon
some disease of the heart. She had leucorrhœa constantly, and hail,
at various times, suffered from uterine haemorrhage. The bowels, for
many years, had been obstinately constipated, and she had Buffered
more or less from indigestion. Nothing abnormal could be detected,
either in the respiration or the sounds of the heart. Under treatment
tho symptoms were relieved, and she continued to improve till tho
middle of the month, when these symptoms returned, to which wero
added nausea and vomiting to such an extent that she was unable to
take or retain much nourishment. Her cough became more trouble-
some, and tho dyspnoea, which had existed from tho first of the at-
tack, now became so great that she was unable to assume the recum-
bent position. These symptoms grew more and more distressing till
tho 3d of March, when she died. Autopsy twenty-four hours post-
mortem.—The surface was unusually livid. On opening the thorax,
the lungs did not collapse, were œdematous ; floated when placed in
water, and in color resembled the lungs in tho third stage of pneumo-
nia. Fatty degeneration had taken placo to a considerable extent on
the right side of the heart; in other respects this organ was normal.
The liver presented tho condition known as " nutmeg liver." The
kidneys were slightly congested, and, on the removal of their proper
capsule, had a granular and fatty appearance. The stomach gave evi-
dence of recent inflammation. The mucous coat was softened and
easily separated.

Dr. Demino reported several cases of scarlatina which had occurred
in his practico during tho past month, four of which were followed by
dropsical effusion. In all these cases the urine had been highly albu-
minous.

Dr. Cady presented a fibrous tumor, with the following history :—
Mr. L., 33 years of age, by occupation a dyer, discovered, some timo
in November, 1801, a hard tumor, nearly round in form, situated about
three inches above the umbilicus. When first noticed, it was perhaps
one inch in diameter, almost immovable, not adherent to the integu-
ments, nor was there any discoloration upon the surface, or any sensa-
tion of pain, except upon severe pressure. It did not increase per-
ceptibly for two or three months, after which time it " grew slowly "

for about seven months and became more painful upon pressure ; the
surface irritable, and tho vascularity considerably increased. During
this time tho patient had continued his occupation. The tumor now

(Sept. 18th, 1802) began to increase more rapidly in size, was becom-
ing still more sensitive to the touch, and tho slightest friction from the
clothing caused oozing of blood from the apex.

'

It went.on thus, with
a constantly increased rapidity of growth, the pain and tenderness
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becoming more exquisito and tho haemorrhage in greater abundance,
till Oct. 22, 1802, when, upon making BO me .slight exertion, he had a
severe arterial haemorrhage, the blood escaping per sallum, and pro-
ducing approaching syncope before it could be arrested. Two days
later (Oct. 24th), the bleeding recurred, in considerable quantity, and
was finally stopped by tho application of lint saturated in perchloride
of iron. On the morning of the 30th it returned with such violence as
to eject streams of arterial blood a distance of five or six feet. The
quantity lost at this time was enormous. Neither pressure nor the ap-
plication of the iron had any influence in its arrest, and the hm-
morrhage only ceased when the patient fainted from exhaustion. Dur-
ing this haemorrhage, Dr. C. was called to seo him by his attending
physician, Dr. Pago. Ho found, upon examination, a tumor situated
between the ensiform cartilage of the sternum and the umbilicus, pyra-
midal in form, about five inches in diameter at its base, and four inches
from baso to apex. It was firm to the touch, yet exceedingly vascular,
and pulsated with sufficient force to move the tumor sensibly ; nor
was tho motion imparted to the tumor by the circulation materially di-
minished by chango of position in the patient, or by raising the tumor
and the anterior abdominal walls from over the aorta. It was firmly
attached along the linca alba, so that the fingers could only with the
greatest difficulty bo inserted a few lines beneath its lateral edges.
The patient had become greatly prostrated from the loss of blood, and
tho liability of the recurrence of the haemorrhage was fully appreciat-
ed. Nevertheless, it was decided (because of the difficulty in deter-
mining the cause of the pulsation and the source of the hœmorrhage)
to wait until the next day, and examine the case again before perform-
ing an operation. The bleeding came on again at 10 o'clock on the
following morning (Oct. 31st), but was, alter a considerable loss of
blood and repeated applications of the persulphate of iron, arrested.
In tho afternoon of the same day, after another examination, tho tumor
was removed by Dr. Cady, assisted by Drs. Green and Page. It was
found that the adhesions which bound it so firmly to the abdominal
walls existed, not only along the linea alba, but between the tumor
and the adjacent muscles. These bands (of fibro-cellular tissue) were
of great firmness and density, through which emerged several arteries
of considerable size, four of which it was found necessary to ligature.
The edges of tho wound were brought together with some difficulty.
It did not heal by first intention. Considerable sloughing followed,
but after a time, by a generous diet and local applications of a solu-
tion of nitrate of silver, tho granulations became healthy, and in five
weeks it had entirely healed, and the general health of the patient was

perfectly restored.
Dr. Cady remarked that the points of interest in the case were, the

slowness of growth, during the first ten months, compared with tho
rapidity in the last tow weeks ; tho absence of sensibility in the early
part of its history and the acuteness of that sensibility in the latter
part; the pulsatory motion of the tumor, so well marked, without any
ancurismal condition, and tho arterial development in a growth having-
so recent an origin.

Dr. Cady also exhibited a scirrhous breast. Mrs. N., about 48 years
of ago, vigorous and healthy in all respects until July, 1801, when she
began to feel " sharp twinges " of pain in the left breast. In August,
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she discovered a " small, hard bunch " just beneath the nipple, which
from that time went on increasing in size. Tho paroxysms of pain
became more frequent and intense, until February, 1862, when she con-
sulted her usual medical attendant. Not receiving from him the encour-

agement she desired, and her general health being impaired, she sought
tho advice of another physician, who prescribed iron and iodide of
potassium, and the local application of tincture of iodino to the breast.
After a time, receiving no benefit from the remedies, and the applica-
tion of tho iodine seeming to increase the local disturbance, she again
sent for Dr. Jennings, her regular physician, under whoso care she re-
mained till early in May. The tumor continued to enlarge, the nipple
to recede from the surface, tho shrinking and discoloration of tho
breast to be more apparent. The sallow complexion, emaciation and
the general cancerous cachexia had become so strongly marked, as to
induce Dr. J. to advise extirpation of the breast. Dr. C, assisted by
Dr. J., removed the breast on the 8th of May. Tho wound healed
readily, chiefly by first intention ; all constitutional disturbance dis-
appeared after a few weeks, and the patient is now, ten months after
the operation, perfectly free from any local manifestation of the dis-
ease. Has regained her flesh and strength entirely. Dr. Cady said ho
did not present this case because it was unusual to remove scirrhous
breasts, but that he might add to the proofs already existing of tho
good results likely to follow tho early removal of such tumors, before
the surface becomes ulcerated, the surrounding glands implicated, and
the system wholly impregnated with the poison.

Dr. Cady reported the following case of gun-shot wound. Lt. B.
(of the 15th M. V. M., Andrews' sharp-shooters), received, at tho
battle of Antietam (Sept. 17th, 1862), a wound from a rifle ball. The
ball entered the body, just behind the anterior superior spinous pro-
cess of the ilium, producing a compound comminuted fracture of the
upper portion of the os innominatum ; and escaped at a point just an-
terior to the sacro-iliac junction, and about an inch below the crest, of
tho ilium ; carrying through the opening several small spicula of bone.
The following day, after being removed to the Hospital, several small

' fragments of bone were removed from the wound, through which the
ball made its escape. Four days later (Sept. 22d), his Surgeon disco-
vered that no discharge of any kind came from either of tho openings,
that the swelling had considerably increased, and that loose fragments
of bone were lying near the surface, in the region of tho crest of the
ilium. He made an incision of some three inches in length, midway be-
tween the points of entrance and egress of tho ball, and removed seve-
ral of these shattered pieces of bone. Threo of them were one and
one fourth inches in length, nearly an inch in width, and tho full thick-
ness of tho ilium. Suppuration was established in due time, and with
the discharge of pus were often found small spicula of bone. In Decem-
ber, the patient was removed from the hospital to his home in Wind-
sor, Berkshire Co. Dr. C. first saw him January 3d, 1863. At that
time there was a moderate discharge of pus from all three of the
openings ; the one made by the knife discharged most. 'A probe
could bo carried from the anterior through the posterior opening, and
one introduced at the middle opening could be made to touch the other
at right angles. The irregularly fractured bone could be traced, with
the probe, its whole extent. The patieut was directed to take quinine
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and iron, to syringe the wounds through each opening with tepid wa-
ter ; then to inject into them a solution of nitrate of silver (five grains
to the ounce of water) once a day. Dr. C. saw the patient again Jan.
13th. The general appearance of the wound had improved. The dis-
charge diminished in quantity, and was lighter in color. Lt. B. show-
ed him, at that time, two spicula of bone, ono inch in length, which
had escaped from the central opening the day before. No detached
fragments of bone could bo detected with the probe. Directed the same
treatment to be continued. Saw the patient again Jan. 27th. Dis-
charge much diminished ; anterior wound entirely closed ; middle and
posterior still communicated with each other ; firm cicatrization over
the anterior portion of the fractured ilium ; patient gaining flesh ; gene-
ral appearance greatly improved. Directed a continuation of samo
treatment (injections of nitrate of silver, with doses of quinine and
iron). Lt. B. came to him Feb. 14th. The posterior wound was nearly
healed ; from the central several pieces of bone had escaped within a
few days ; discharge of pus very slight ; some large granulations still
existed around tho central opening ; general health good. Was di-
rected to omit the quinine and iron, and continuo the injections. The
flabby granulations were cauterized. Came to his office again March
16th. Wounds entirely healed ; the cicatrization was firm. He walk-
ed with case, but could not push with any force with the left hand, or
raise a great weight with the right, the muscles of the left side being
detached from their moorings to the pelvis. Lt. B. has, within a week,
reported himself for duty in the field. Dr. C. thought it unusual for a
gun-shot wound implicating the soft parts and a spongy bone like tho
ilium to such an extent, to heal so readily and give rise to so little con-
stitutional disturbance.

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL.

BOSTON: THURSDAY, MAY 7, 1863.

Annual Report of the Trustees of the Museum of Comparative
Zoology, together with the Report of the Director.—Wc have be-
fore us the annual report of tho Museum at Cambridge, under the
charge of Prof. Agassiz, and it gives most gratifying proof that the
din of arms is not as yet sufficient to arrest tho progress of science
among us ; and that notwithstanding the enormous sacrifices our com-
munity is making to contribute its share to the support of the Govern-
ment, the study of Nature's laws is still carried on with zeal and
assiduity. The report shows that the institution at Cambridge has
already assumed an authoritative position amoug the great collections
of the world. We say authoritative, for it is not merely a heteroge-
neous collection of natural objects for tho gratification of public curiosi-
ty, however laudable such a motive may be to interest the community
at large in the wonders of creation. It is gathered for a much more

profound purpose than this. If wo understand the plan of its projec-
tor, his principal object has been to bring together in this collection
such a vast number of specimens from the different departments of tho
animal kingdom, that the subtle affinities and relations which bind the
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